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In a slender voice, soft & tight, she asked that we
share our lives & hopes, and (lo! & behold!) all were
poets—some for ages, some for less:
some for fame, some for fun:
some seeking answers, some release:
some were published, some had hope:
some had read, some were shy—all but
me, looking for a mid-life rush, and the
old guy, looking at the door.
She spoke with compact zeal on the texture of poetry & prose:
we’d know them apart by & by, she surmised, and
our eyes would plot the twist of a line and
our ears trap every murmur & tick and
our minds bind words to
bloodrush & shiver and we’d
find our voices and be whole—and as for
me, I knew I needed to try, and the
old guy wouldn’t be back..
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Bone crushing sounds
coupled with ear piercing calls
reach you
before the image appears.
Magically the noise takes shape.
Monstrously huge steam rises above it,
as an appendage reaches out to grasp
an object in the darkness.
Suddenly, there are groans and thunderous clamor;
the object controlled by the beast
is raised high in the air
and then placed gently back on the ground.
Slowly, visibility improves
and the sanitation truck swings south
on to its next conquest.
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